Crop Report (Monday June 29, through Sunday, July 5, 2020)
Provided by LaSalle County Farm Bureau
David Hall, Serena- No rainfall to report this week.  Heat and humidity have doubled the size of most corn plants, and the early planted corn is just starting to show tassels.  Although corn likes hot and humid weather for growing, it does not pollinate well in this heat.  Hopefully, this heat wave will break soon to avoid potential yield loss for the corn. Soybeans are growing but not near as quickly as corn. The late planted soybeans either have or soon will be receiving their second and last herbicide spray pass.  Hopefully, the bean plants will then grow enough to shade the rows and prevent additional weeds from accessing sunlight.  Japanese beetles are starting to feed on the field edges, but pressure is light at this point. Wheat field harvest will most likely start in the area this week. Hope everyone had a great and safe Independence Day!

Barry Beetz, Mendota- We had 4 tenths of an inch of rain this past week.   We all took a little time off with the holiday and should be ready to get back to the heat of things this week.   We have started our irrigators and hope we get to turn them off because of a rain. Detasselling will start this week and pick up to a fast pace next week. 

David Myer, Marseilles- A very warm dry summer continues on, as I checked to be sure my rain gage was still ready for a rare shower I found a dead fly and what I suspect was Sarahan Dust. I am not sure what's growing faster the corn or the Water Hemp as it seems to grow 6" a day once they pop out of the ground. Many early planted corn fields are poking out tassels, but later corn and replants are a week or so away. The Soybeans seemed to start to grow as the calendar turned to July. Post spraying on beans about wrapped up, now watching for new weeds germinating but without rain very few. The Wheat is coming out though the humidity is limiting the hours of harvest. Test weight on the Wheat looks great and excellent milling quality as we are hauling to new mill in Mendota. The straw is shorter this year so not much lodging noted in the field. Haying is going on, but regrowth is slowing, we need rain and soon for all crops.

Bill Gray, Tonica/Lostant- Last week I received no rain. Corn fields have grown fast with recent rains and warm weather and most fields were over head high by the 4th of July. Some will be tasseling soon. So far insect pressure in corn has been minimal.
Most soybean fields have been sprayed for weeds and are looking pretty good. A few fields have the weed Waterhemp showing up again and are going to need to be resprayed. Japanese Beetles have been feeding on some plants next to grassy areas and need to be watched closely as they may need to be controlled. We are doing maintenance & cleaning planting equipment to get it put away when we are not mowing grass. On my game cameras I’m starting to see some pretty good antler growth on some of the bucks in our local deer herd so, it’s time to do some deer stand maintenance.  Have a good week & be safe.

Ken Bernard, Grand Ridge-No rain for the week! With the hot and humid conditions, crop are growing good but by the end of the week we could use a good rain.

Wheat is combined and most of straw is baled. Wheat is a little below average but better than I thought it would be, good test weight helped this out.

Corn planted early is just starting to tassel. Beans are blooming good, but the weeds are starting to poke through. Not much else this week, be safe, stay hydrated and stay cool.

Geoffrey Janssen, Rutland- It was a hot and dry week in the southern part of the county. We did receive two-tenths of an inch of rain in two separate events. We need more rain as the corn is starting to
roll in the afternoon with the heat. Soybeans are growing slowly with it being dry, but they don’t look too bad.

Post-spraying has been done. Corn is getting closer to pollination.
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