Crop Report (Monday June 22, through Sunday, June 28, 2020)
Provided by LaSalle County Farm Bureau
David Hall, Serena- Lots of spotty opportunities for rain gave us 1.8 inches this last week. What a saving grace for the crops. Corn was starting to curl its leaves looking for morning dew and grass was going dormant, but everything is starting to look much better following the rain.

Late planted corn is approximately 18 inches tall and early corn is at least waist high. Soybeans are setting leaves again and the very early planted beans are just starting to flower.

Activities in the area included cleaning up equipment and thinking about fungicide applications. With current prices, the dilemma is whether or not to spend more money on crops with fall prices currently below cost of production, especially corn.

Take care and stay safe!

Barry Beetz, Mendota- We had 7 tenths of an inch this past week.   A few storms went around us and areas not too far away saw twice what we had.  The forecast is hot and muggy so maybe we can catch a shower or two.  We are row crop cultivating some of the seed corn.  Soybean spraying is wrapping up and detasselling is probably still 2 weeks away. 

David Myer, Marseilles- We were blessed to have received nearly an 1” of rain before this week’s heat wave kicks in. The corn thrives on humidity and warm temps and is growing rapidly. Corn is a very deep green color looks great but we know that the fields have poor spots we can’t see once the corn gets taller. Early soybeans are blossoming, and most have been sprayed for grass and weeds. The Wheat is inching closer to harvest but it’s still a couple weeks off. I am sure the quality should be good, but yields may be average at best as with the corn too many thin stands or poor spots from the wet fall after planting. The 2nd cutting hay will start soon but quality looks great quantity not as that great. As Covid19 continues on we are still practicing social distancing out on the farm, other than groceries and a random parts run we are staying close to home. Mowing yards picked up after the recent rain. We just learned another casualty of Covid19 The Farm Progress show in Boone, Iowa and they hope to provide a virtual view of showcasing new machines in the show fields anyway. 

Bill Gray, Tonica/Lostant - I received 0.9” of rain last week. I also had one farm near Cedar Point receive some hail damage. Most of the fields of corn in my area are over waist high and about all that can be done out there is monitor for insect pests and disease issues.
     Most soybean fields have been sprayed for weeds and some are getting close to knee high. Not much insect pressure is being seen in soybean fields yet. Japanese Beetles are showing up again but so far mostly on weeds in fence lines. They will also need to be monitored around the yard as they start feeding on fruit trees and other plants.

     Have a good week and be safe!

Ken Bernard, Grand Ridge- For the week we received 1.9” of rain.  Very needed with the hot temperatures.  First planted corn in shoulder high and first planted beans are all blooming. That is perfect when it happens around the longest day of the year, June 22 time frame. Wheat is turning at a quick pace, and that is what this week entails, getting combine ready.

All spraying is done now, and fungicide application will be the next thing in the row crops.  Not much else to report, stay hydrated and be safe.

Geoffrey Janssen, Rutland- Another very warm week very little rainfall to report only one tenth of an inch of rain which I guess is better than nothing. We are definitely getting a little on the dry side. Corn is up around 3.5 to 4 feet. Soybeans are growing, some post spring work still going.  Mowing road ditches and some hay getting bailed with the drier conditions. Not seeing any pest issues. Hopefully everyone got a cool job to do on these hot days. Not seeing any pest issues at this time.
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