Crop Report (Monday July 26 through Sunday Aug 1, 2021)
Provided by LaSalle County Farm Bureau
David Hall, Serena- Crops are still looking great to date, as we experienced a week of cool dry weather with no rain to report.  Corn is enjoying the mild days and cool nights for grain fill, and the soybeans are setting pods.  There is a little bit of insect pressure, but not enough to warrant any pesticide applications.  School is around the corner and so is harvest.  The crop is truly out of our hands now and we will soon get to harvest the fruits of our labor.  
Activities during the reporting week included mowing ditches and preparing harvest equipment.  Markets are slowly creeping down as national yield estimates start to appear in the news.  In our area, yields appear to be average to above average.  This is our last report until after harvest, so we pray that everyone has a safe and fruitful harvest season.  Remember to watch for slow moving farm equipment!

David Myer, Marseilles- No precipitation to report for the past week but at this time we are taking the top end off the soybean crop and maybe more if rain doesn’t get here soon. They are podding and still blossoming and seed fill is soon so moisture is huge now. Unless it rains soon spraying fungicide and insecticide on the beans probably will come to a halt quickly. We may have a very large corn crop if the sweet corn yields are any indication as well as the apple trees which are overproducing their branches. Still some haying going on with good quality this year. Fall prepping has started out on the farms but our biggest dilemma is the availability of replacement parts with many shortages which started in planting season but still remains with even long wait times for these parts which could result in traveling to another dealership for them or maybe waiting for them. Grain prices have fallen as crop prospects look good nationwide.Enjoy this last few weeks of summer and please be on the lookout in late September and October as we hit the fields and move our large equipment from field to field as we only travel 15-20 mph compared to the cars and trucks at 55-65 or more .
Bill Gray, Tonica/Lostant -- Last week I received no rainfall. The corn crop is looking good in my area. The ears continue to get larger as the kernel size increases. Not much we can do but wait for it to mature and get dry enough to harvest at this point.   The soybean crop is able to take advantage of any summer rains yet as pods continue to fill and plants set a few more pods. Aerial application of fungicide continues to happen on some fields.  I’ve started getting equipment ready for harvest and will soon begin mowing road ditches for the final time this year.  The end of summer is here once again. The days are beginning to shorten and this is my last report until after harvest. Where has the summer gone? Have a great fall & be safe.  

Ken Bernard, Grand Ridge-Received only a trace of rain this week, actually less than that. About 4 drops on windshield one afternoon. Crops continue to look good, all fungicide spraying is complete, and now there are a few weeds showing up in the bean fields but not bad. We are on the lookout for some potential problems moving into corn fields now, two forms of rust, common and southern. Also, tar spot has been spotted not too far away. Seems like the weather conditions are favorable for more problems this year. We are going to have to stay on the lookout. Summer jobs will start taking place, all the jobs we did not want to do this summer.  Getting spring equipment ready for next year and getting fall equipment ready for fall. Illinois State Fair is coming up, so we are getting ready for that event to show some of our Hereford cattle. Have a SAFE fall and be cautious out there. We will have a follow up report after fall. Thanks for reading our reports again this year.
Geoffrey Janssen, Rutland-It’s been an interesting year so far! With the late spring and some late frost, some dry conditions, some overly wet conditions, but overall crops are looking good in my area. Corn definitely has a nice color to it. There is still some fungicide going on both corn and soybeans as we start to head into the final stretch of this growing season. More combines are coming out of storage and starting to see a lot of equipment getting prepared for fall. Hopefully this crop develops into what we hope it should. It would be nice to have good yields and food market prices also. No rainfall in my area this week.
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